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A NEW LEARNING AND LIBRARY HUB IS
COMING TO WARRNAMBOOL!

South West TAFE and the Warrnambool City Council have joined together to deliver a
$20.25 million state-of-the-art learning and library hub for the people of Warrnambool.

NEW FACILITIES FOR THE PEOPLE OF WARRNAMBOOL AND
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

The 2019/20 Victorian State Budget builds on reforms which put TAFE at the centre of a robust
training and skills system that gives Victorians the skills they need to get the jobs they want.

The Victorian Government is contributing $16.3 million to a learning and library hub at South West
TAFE’s Warrnambool campus. This joint partnership between the Government, South West TAFE
and the Warrnambool City Council will deliver fit-for-purpose, technologically advanced and
accessible learning spaces and a new community library facilities.

The new co-location offers an opportunity for the community to discover the wide range of on
campus facilities and services operated by South West TAFE's students and staff. These include
a hair and beauty salon, restaurant and other hospitality services, while seeing first-hand the
opportunitiesfor life-long learning available through courses offered at South West TAFE.

IMPROVING EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT OUTCOMES IN THE REGION

The TAFE campus is already a vibrant community education space and the hub will provide even
more opportunity for broader community usage of this safe, welcoming and inclusive precinct.

The new education facilities will create a campus environment which merges with the wider
community to become an integrated, mixed-use precinct that fosters a community culture for
students, educators, visitors and local residents alike.

The TAFE campus is a critical regional asset for learning, enterprise and employment pathways.
By enhancing student and community learning and literacy outcomes through technology,
research, multi-media information and words, the new hub will support employment opportunities
for a more skilled workforce.

The hub will also strengthen regional partnerships behind the development of a community that
embraces learning from early years through to active ageing — the life of learning.

COMMUNITY BENEFITS

In 2017, when asked to identify their ‘Wish for Warrnambool’ (for the long term community plan
W2040), the community identified a new library at the top of the list. As a result, the new learning
and library hub will be more than a library, it will also be a social space for interaction and
knowledge exchange with access to recent technologies and support for education.

The hub will replace the existing 40 year-old municipal library in Liebig Street, with library members
and visitors able to enjoy all the current library facilities in new, larger, modern and accessible
spaces. It will provide more spaces for meetings, social activities and programs.

The new facility will offer free public access to computers, exhibition spaces, study areas, learning
and play opportunities for children, as well as a games and a digital media zone.
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COMMUNITY CONSULTATION

Over the coming months, there will be a range of opportunities for the Warrnambool and
surrounding communities to share their vision, ideas and opinions during the lifespan of the
project, and the public will be notified when the consultation phase commences.

Public consultation helps to build stronger and engaged local community relationships by ensuring
people are involved, that their views are being heard, and that they are well represented when
decisions are being made about their community.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is a ‘learning and library hub’?

This exciting new community space in the CBD will be a place that brings together TAFE and
library facilities and other new services to meet the needs of our community, South West TAFE
students and staff and learners from across our region in new and refurbished buildings at the
TAFE’s Warrnambool Campus.

The hub will house our new community library, along with the latest technology, resource materials
and shared spaces to expand and improve educational facilities and provide better access for
residents, visitors and South West TAFE students and staff.

Where will the new hub be located?
The hub will be located centrally on South West TAFE’s Warrnambool campus (see image below).

When will the new facilities be
opened?

It is expected that the facilities will open
in mid-2022.

Who is responsible for the library
if itis on the TAFE campus?

South West TAFE will have ownership
of the learning and library hub, as it is
located on its campus. Under a license
agreement, the Warrnambool City
Council will manage and operate the
facilities for the benefit of both the TAFE
and broader Warrnambool communities.

When will the community
consultation commence?

It is expected that consultation will commence in the coming months. Information about when the
community consultation process will begin will be advertised in local press and online.

Will local tradespeople be employed during the construction phase?

Under the Local Jobs First network, there is a requirement that government-funded projects
include a quota of local contractors and suppliers.

NEED MORE INFORMATION

For further information about the new hub, visit the websites of South West TAFE (swtafe.edu.au)
and Warrnambool City Council (warrnambool.vic.qgov.au).
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